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As | write my page for this December 6s magazin&

been and gone and another New Year will be upon us.

During this past year a number of new members have been welcomed into our church family as havs
existing church members returned home to the United Kingdom for one or more personal reasons. It is
for me to see and meet new people attending our services for the first time especially when exis
member 6s take the time to talk to them and mak
become full members of the Church community here at La Siesta.

During this past year we had a quiet but most successful Annual General meeting when two new
welcomed into the council of church Elders and reports were read out from our many organisations and g
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May | take this opportunity to thank on your behalf, Gill Gray for running our Sunday school, stepping st(iges

and Michael Schock for running the youth group and we wish Michael, God’s Blessing on his new posit
him well when he leaves us at the beginning of January.

ne

For Jean Wallace and her committee for all their hard work in running a most successful ladies Friendship gr

Christmas dinner and the Christmas fair were spectacular examples of how to work together which wer
so many people including myself. The ladies and Mitchell must be congratulated for supplying drinks &
after our 11:00am, services and for those of you who have helped to clear and wash up afterwards.

My thanks also go to the Elders for all you have done this past year in attending meetings, preparing the
to our services and for clearing up after the
for our Communion services on a Saturday morning and who laid out the Lords table before our commur
and cleared up afterwards. My thanks also go to Margaret Mycroft for taking the minutes at our Elders 1
preparing the agendas and the previous mont hos
banking the collections and ensuring all the bills are paid and keeping the financial ledgers up to date
preparing and printing the monthly church magazines.
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My thanks also go to our choir members who assist us with our hymn singing and for there own originallantt

our 11:00am service and for coming in and rehearsing on a Wednesday afternoon. Your voices help lift

our

For our organists, lvan, Mary and Pat who play so wonderfully each Sunday in leading our musical praisg to

and give those of us who have not been gifted with singing voices, confidence to sing out and really enjaF ou

for Chas Smith for all he has done for us in conducting the choir and leading the congregation in singing
in the hymn singing. As Chas is one of those who have returned to the United Kingdom, May God Bles
and Eunice in your new life together, you will be missed. We have this past week also said goodbye to
moved to live in France, may God also bless you in your new adventure, you and Chas will be difficult to

My thanks also go to all of you in the congregation who turn up and worship each Sunday morning with {
or in our case in Spain mainly shine. It is a joy to see you each Sunday morning as it is to those of ya
made it to our Bible study group on a Monday morning.

| pray that in this New Year ahead of us in 2016, in the words from the blessing of Aaron, The Lord will [
keep you, The Lord will make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.The Lord will turn his face
and give you peace.

To you and all your families a blessed, peaceful and successful New Year. May all your worries be little

Till next year our best wishes,

Kathy and Pastor Keith
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If you know anyone who is sick, at home or in hospital, please advise the Minister or any Elder sojthat :
can be arranged.
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04/12/15: Happy 20th Birthday Arco Iristhe highlight but trusting for lots of fond memoffes

Still NO travel documents for the girls!! Want tdor all.
leave Wednesday... COULD leave Thursday ... need

said documents by midday Tuesday or | have to .
cancel accomodation ... 15/12/15: Home safe and sowety easy journey

only an hour at the border (crutches help!

07/12/15 W|Shes and Praye.rs ......... GOT Th‘fﬁ)aoked and now p|ay|ng Catch up on Baby Hﬁjse
PAPERWOR#§0 now we are packing!!!! etc !l

R R R R R R

08/12/15: PACKESIl 4 of us | HOPEI THINK!!  16/99/15:  Home less than 5 hours and Sina's

vine
7 hours til the off!! )

LR

respiratory "distress” ... making for a long ni
Inhaler as needed till things calm down!! Sol’ 4
10/12/15:  After a full day in Kruger we are aflours in A & E really wasn't the plan first night
collapsed at our home for the rest of the weekb,cki 1 Siilk was ONLY 4 hours , was here andahot

Amazingly easy (and quick) border crossing ... good , N F
day of sightings, the most incredible thunder (an A-and its all well that ended well! *
lightning) storm we've seen ... consults and &

shopping tomorrow! 20/12/15: Only 36C IN the house today but sor%hov

managed to decorate 100+ Christmas CookiesFwith
12/12/15: Chilling!"! Little shopping, picnic on the the kids, supervise the paddling pool and celebfate

verandah, pool time and now we're playing with thexenssane's return from hospital! TIRED! These is
o A )
20% discount toys from Toys R Us and watching aglitter everywhere, the kids hool crafts areé®

movie. This is called "Holidays"!! Rosalia has _ _
cleaned our whole B & B space, verandah swept, hung (thanks Heather B.) , lemon curd is made 3Sina

bathroom mopped’ her room immcmmhy isn't made the paper chains, first batch of 60 cockies
this possible in Zimpeto??? baked .... | think it must be nearly Christmas!! %

13/12/15: Wanting to give a big shout of thanks tg . X
anyone and everyone who has made this break witig3/12/15: Walked into a supermarket where they
my trio possible! It's quite a logisitical challengeVere playing “typical” Christmas songs and fojnd
getting documents, findiing a place to say that tick§"YSelf welling up!! First time "homesick” for friemes
ALL the needed boxes (1), keeping the peace wifi'd family on the other side of the wedd maybes
appropriate activites.... We (so far!l) are having &St hankering western winter weather!!
blast. oz Do Bl fete

3

14/12/15: Packing again! Sadly our holiday is|~
over .... but it's been such a blessing and lots of fun
- though | think the girls are exhausted!!

Swimming, shopping, cinema, dodgems, pizza and
pasta, cooked breakfasts .... not sure what will be =T
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